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Canada, China

expel diplomats in
escalating row

Agence France-Presse -
Shanghai

CHINA said on Thesday
it was expelling Canada's
consul in Shanghai, in a
tit-for-tat move after Ot
tawa announced it was
sanding home a Chinesa
diplomat accused of trying
to intimidate a lawmaker.

The expulsions have
plunged the two nations
into a frash diplomatic row
after years of souring rela-
tions.

They follow an outcry
in Canada over allegations
that Chinese intelligence
had plannad to targst MP
Michael Chong and his rel-
atives in Hong Eong with
sanctions for sponsoring a
motion condemmning Bei-
jing’s conduct in the Xinji-
ang region as genocide.

In response, Canadian
foreign minister Melanie
Joly said Toronto-based
Chinese diplomat Zhao

Wei — who allepedly
playved a role in the scheme
— would have to leave the
country.

Canada, she said, would
‘not tolerate anv form of
foreign interference in our
internal affairs’.

The Chinese foreign
ministry on Tuesday con-
demned the decision to
expel Zhao, and said it had
ordered Canadian consul
Jennifer Lynn Lalonda to
leave tha country by MMay
13.

As a reciprocal coun-
termeasure in reaction to
Canada’s unscrupulons
move, China decides to
declare Jennifer Lynn La-
londe, consul of the Con-
sulate General of Canada
in Shanghai persona non
grata,” the ministry said in
a statament.

And foreign ministry
spokesman Wang Wenbin
urged Canada to stop un-
reasonable provocations'.

S| FfEr ~E faye sTfife-o Tga «Afe faer w=fkeea Sen s 6T ST NN e &=y ARFCAA
AT ABCTA/TAIARFIA! NSO 16 7S A (NAF© AR#@ SR F[ ACE |

15 Killed in India
bus accident

tleast 15 people were
killed and dozens
injured wihen a bus crashed
Off & bridge in central India,
officials said Tuesday. after
the driver reportedly fell
asleep atthe wheel. The ac
cident ocourred around 1200
Kilgmetres south Of Indore,
the largest city in cantral
Maclhya Pradesh state. ‘Fif-
Teen peopie disd due W i
pact and around 37 people
are injured,” sub-divisional
magistrate Omnarayan Singh
said. — AFP. New Dedhi

600 Killed in Haiti
violence in April: UN

ore than 00 people
died In gang vinlence
last month in Hart, where
the authorities did not have
the capacity to protect civil-
ians, the United Nations said
on Tuesday. Every report |
£t from Haitl underhines the
scale of the suffering and
rams home the message
that Haitians nead urgent
support amnd they need it
now,” said the LIM High Com-
missioner for Human Rights.,
—AFP,. Geneva
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